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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. This office action is responsive to applicant's remarks received on July 21, 2008. Claims 
1-20 remain pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3 & 5-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sugahara (US 2003/0020939 Al, hereinafter Sugahara '939) in combination with Mori et al. (US 
6,433,882 hereinafter, Mori '882). 

Regarding claim 1; Sugahara '939 discloses a printing method for recovering an error (A 

print system is provided which can perform correction when the printed data includes an error. Page 1, Paragraph 0008) 

comprising: 
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storing intermediate data corresponding to a document to be printed (The intermediate data is 

spooled in the storage device by the spooler, the intermediate data of the print data being spooled even after the print data is 
transmitted. Page 1, Paragraph 0010); 

Converting the intermediate data into printing data (The intermediate data is converted into the print 
data by the print data converter. Page 6, paragraphs 0009); 

determining whether an error has occurred while the intermediate data is converted into 

the printing data (Fig. 21, Intermediate Data Editor 28, i.e. when print contents include an error, as shown in the block 
diagram in Fig. 21, the intermediate data spooled in the spooler 27 is editable by the intermediate data editor 28. When the 
printed intermediate data has an error, the intermediate data is editable and corrected, so that the intermediate data can be printed. 
Page 6, paragraphs 0115-0116); 

and in response to determining that an error has occurred, converting the intermediate 
data into image type data and converting the image type data into the printing data (i.e. Fig. 4 is an 

example of a diagram of a screen showing a print image of the intermediate data in Fig. 3. Page 2, Paragraph 0022). 

wherein the document is printed using the printing data (Fig. 4, #40, Page 3, Paragraph 0061). 
Sugahara '939 does not expressly disclose where the intermediate data being Graphic 
Device Interface (GDI) function in a single enhancement meta file (EMF). 

Mori '882 discloses where the intermediate data being Graphic Device Interface (GDI) 

function in a single enhancement meta file (EMF) (Fig. 2b, #'s 13 & 14, i.e. The print data generating unit 14 
produces intermediate files called "Enhanced Meta Files" (EMFs). The print data generation unit 14 is constructed from an 
application 1 1 , a printer driver 1 2, and a ( iraphical Device Interface (GDI) 13. Column 6, lines 14-28). 

Sugahara '939 and Mori '882 are combinable because they are from same field of 
endeavor of network printer systems (Mori '882 at Abstract). 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the printer system as taught by Sugahara '939 by adding where the intermediate 
data being Graphic Device Interface (GDI) function in a single enhancement meta file (EMF) as 
taught by Mori '882. The motivation for doing so would have been because it is advantageous to 
improve a printer control system that enables the personal computer to control special print jobs 
using simple processes. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Sugahara '939 with 
Mori '882 to obtain the invention as specified in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 2; Sugahara '939 discloses in response to determining that an error has 
not occurred or after determining that an error has occurred (Fig. 21, #'s 27 & 28, i.e. when print contents 

include an error, as shown in the block diagram in Fig. 21, the intermediate data spooled in the spooler 27 is editable by the 
intermediate data editor 28. When the printed intermediate data has an error, the intermediate data is editable and corrected, so 
that the intermediate data can be printed. Page 6, paragraphs 0115-01 16); 

and the intermediate data has been converted into image type data and the image type 

data has been converted into the printing data (i.e. Fig. 4 is an example of a diagram of a screen showing a print 
image of the intermediate data in Fig. 3. Page 2, Paragraph 0022).). 

determining whether the intermediate data has been completely converted into the 
printing data; and in response to determining that the intermediate data has not been completely 
converted into the printing data, going back to converting the intermediate data into the printing 

data (The server 20 includes a spooler 27 for spooling intermediate data which lias no1 yet been converted into print data and an 
intermediate data editor 28. When the print data has an error at which the print data is generated, the intermediate data spooled in 
the spooler 27 on the server 20 is edited to correct the error of the intermediate data. Then, it is converted into intermediate data 
to be printed. Page 3, Paragraph 0045). 
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Regarding claim 3; Sugahara '939 discloses where in response to determining that an 
error has occurred, loading the stored intermediate data (Fig. 21, #'s 27 & 28, i.e. when print contents include 

an error, as shown in the block diagram in Fig. 21, the intermediate data spooled in the spooler 27 is editable by the intermediate 
data editor 28. Page 6, paragraphs 0115-01 16); 

converting the loaded intermediate data into the image type data; (The intermediate data is 

converted into the print data by the print data converter. The print data is converted into a bitmap image by the drawing 
controller. Page 1, Paragraph 0010); 

and converting the image type data into the printing data (The printer 30 includes a drawing 

controller 32 converting the PDL data output from the server 20 into a bitmap image, and a printer engine 34 performing printing 
on the basis of the converted bitmap image. Page 6, Paragraph 0044); 

Regarding claims 5, 9, 12, 15 & 19; Claims 5, 9, 12, 15 & 19 contains substantially the 
same subject matter as claim 1. Therefore, claims 5, 9, 12, 15 & 19 are rejected on the same 
grounds as claim 1. However, claims 5, 15 & 19 denotes the apparatus. Sugahara '939 discloses 
a printing apparatus (Fig. l, #20), a storage unit (Fig. l, ram #21 and ROM #22a), a printer driver (Fig. l, 
#14) and the control unit (Fig. l, #32). In addition, claim 9 discloses a computer-readable recording 
medium. Sugahara '939 discloses a computer-readable recording medium storing a computer 

program (Fig. 1, Recording Media Drive #25). 

Regarding claim 6; Sugahara '939 discloses where the control unit inspects whether the 
intermediate data has been completely converted into the printing data by the printer driver, and 
outputs a result of the inspection as a conversion signal to the printer driver, and the printer 
driver converts the intermediate data into the printing data in response to the conversion signal 

(The server 20 includes a spooler 27 for spooling intermediate data which has not yet been converted into print data and an 
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intermediate data editor 28. When the prim data lias an error at which the prim data is generated, the intermediate data spooled in 
the spooler 27 on the server 20 is edited to correct the error of the intermediate data. Then, it is converted into intermediate data 
to be printed. Page 3, Paragraph 0045). 

Regarding claim 7; Sugahara '939 discloses where the control unit comprises: an error 
inspector (Fig. l, intermediate Data Editor 28) which inspects whether an error has occurred while the 
intermediate data is converted into the printing data and outputs a result of the inspection as the 

Control signal (Fig. 21, Intermediate Data Editor 28, i.e. when print contents include an error, as shown in the block diagram 
in Fig. 21, the intermediate data spooled in the spooler 27 is editable by the intermediate data editor 28. When the printed 
intermediate data has an error, the intermediate data is editable and corrected, so that the intermediate data can be printed. Page 6, 
paragraphs 01 15-01 16); 

and a data loader (Fig. 18, #154), which in response to the control signal, loads the 
intermediate data from the storage unit and outputs the loaded intermediate data to the printer 

driver (The intermediate data is output from the print processor 29 to the spooler 27. Then, in the spooler 27, the spooled PDL 
data is replaced with intermediate data. At this time, a code "printed" is added to the intermediate data used in the replacement. 
On the other hand, in the above procedure 161, when the input data to the print processor 29 is not PDL data, the input data is 
converted into PDL data. Then, the PDL data is output to the transmitting device 26b, and is printed by the printer 30. Page 6, 
Paragraphs 0012-0014) 

Regarding claim 8; Sugahara '939 discloses a spooler (Fig. l, Spooler 27), loaded with 
intermediate data from the storage unit and outputting the loaded intermediate data to the printer 

driver, (i.e. Fig. 5 show s a Spool Data List consisting of intermediate data to be edited from the storage unit. Page 3, Paragraph 
0062); 

wherein the printer driver converts the intermediate data received from the spooler into 

the printing data (i.e. The printer driver 14 performs the data conversion printing the document or the like with the printer 
30. The intermediate data is converted into the print data by the print data converter. Page 1. Paragraph 0010 and Page 2, 
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Paragraph 0044); 

Regarding claim 10 & 13; Claims 10 & 13 contains substantially the same subject 
matter as claim 2. Therefore, claims 10 & 13 are rejected on the same grounds as claim 2. 

Regarding claim 11; Claim 11 contains substantially the same subject matter as claim 
claim 3. Therefore, claim 1 1 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 3. 

Regarding claim 14; Claim 14 contains substantially the same subject matter as claim 4. 
Therefore, claim 14 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 4. 

Regarding claim 16; Claim 16 contains substantially the same subject matter as claim 6. 
Therefore, claim 16 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 6. 

Regarding claim 17; Claim 17 contains substantially the same subject matter as claim 7. 
Therefore, claim 17 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 7. 

Regarding claim 18; Claim 18 contains substantially the same subject matter as claim 8. 
Therefore, claim 18 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 8. 

Regarding claim 20; Claim 20 contains substantially the same subject matter as claim 6. 
Therefore, claim 20 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 6. 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sugahara '939 in 
combination with Mori '882 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Tattari (US 
6,145,095 hereinafter, Tattari '095). 
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Regarding claim 4; Sugahara '939 as modified does not expressly disclose where the 
error is a general protection fault type error. 

Tattari '095 discloses where the error is a general protection fault type error (The operating 

system may give a short error message, such as "General Protection Fault". Column 1, lines 20-22). 

Sugahara '939 and Tattari '095 are combinable because they are from same field of 

endeavor of network Systems (Tattari '095 at Abstract). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the network system as taught by Sugahara '939 by adding where the error is a 
general protection fault type error as taught by Tattari '095. The motivation for doing so would 
have been because it is advantageous to improve a network system by providing a means to 
inform a user of a current error or problem. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine 
Sugahara '939 with Tattari '095 to obtain the invention as specified in claim 1. 

Examiner Notes 

6. The Examiner cites particular columns and line numbers in the references as applied to 
the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations are 
representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the 
individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that, 
in preparing responses, the applicant fully considers the references in its entirety as potentially 
teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by 
the prior art or as disclosed by the Examiner. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARCUS T. RILEY whose telephone number is (571)270-1581. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30-5:00, est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Marcus T. Riley 
Assistant Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 

/MARCUS T. RILEY/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

/David K Moore/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



